
you have any 100% cotton 
children's fabric that you 
would like to get out of your 
stash, this is the perfect op-
portunity.  We would love to 
have a large group making 
pillow cases because our goal 
is to make over 100 items to 
donate to this worthy ASG 
national cause.  Please watch 
the web site for updates on 
the workshop.  Currently, 
the location is tentative be-
cause of the closing of the 
Stitching Post. We will be 
having this workshop the 
last weekend in June. Please 
check the website for up-
dates on the location and 
time 
(www.asgcolumbusoh.com).  
I will also send out an email 
when all the details are firm. 

 

Warmly,  

Robyn Ramsay 
www.asgcolumbusoh.com 

From the President  

ASG Membership: A Real Value  

Zig Zag Express 

I hope everyone is sewing.  
My spring sewing projects 
usually involve bathing 
suits, shorts and tops, and 
summer dresses for my 
daughters and if I am lucky 
I will get some time in there 
to make a few things for my-
self.  It is hard though when 
the girls grow from season to 
season and I don't.  (Well, I 
sincerely hope I don't.)  So 
usually, once the weather 
has turned warm, I am 
madly trying to make sum-
mer shorts so they have 
something to wear to school.  
No matter what my day has 
been like, I do try to sew at 
least a little.  It is my outlet 
and I miss it if I go too long 
without sewing something. I 
would encourage you to try 
to sew every day - even if 
you only have 10-15 min-
utes. 

The Spring luncheon and 
fashion show was a lot of 
fun. Thanks to Joni and 

Gretchen for putting so 
much planning into it.  The 
buffet soup and salad were 
quite good and the desserts 
were excellent.  Thanks to all 
of you that came and to the 
members that showed gar-
ments. I have posted photos 
from this event on our web 
site for you to see. 

In this issue you will find 
several reviews. I would like 
to make reviews a regular 
feature in our newsletter.  A 
pattern, book, and website 
reviews are in this issue.  
Please submit a review of a 
book, pattern, notion, web-
site, etc to be included in the 
newsletter.  We have such 
varied experiences and we 
can learn so much from each 
other. 

We have been planning for 
the June Charity Sewing 
Workshop. I encourage eve-
ryone to attend. We will be 
making pillowcases for the 
Ronald McDonald house.  If 

¶ 50% discount on select 
Palmer/Pletsch books 

¶ 20% everyday discount 
PLUS 15% ASG discount 
from Krause Publications/
F+ W Media 

¶ over 30% discount on Pure 
Cashmere fabrics from 
Michael's Fabrics 

Did you know that your 
ASG membership more than 
pays for itself when you take 
advantage of the many gen-
erous discounts and other 
offers from our industry sup-
porters? 

A record number of 75 Spe-
cial Offers from ASG spon-
sors and advertisers in the 
Spring issue of "Notions" 
have been posted on 

the ASG Web site 
(www.asg.org). That in-
cludes 16 brand new listings, 
plus 8 returning after a hia-
tus. The list includes: 

¶ Coats & Clark sweepstakes 
to win an 18-spool Dual 
Duty XP assortment 

¶ Discounted, 1/2 price, or 
FREE admission to six 
different sewing festivals 

The Amer ican Sewing Gui ld ,  Columbus, Ohio Chapter 

Upcoming meetings: 

¶ June: Charity Sewing 

Workshop for ASG Na-

tional Service Projectñ

watch the website for de-

tails 

¶ July: No meeting 

¶ August: TBA 

April, May, June 2009 
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Pattern ReviewñMarfy 

There is not a bit of English on it, other 

than the address, of course.   

Upon opening the pattern, you find a 

very different paperñmore vellum than 

the tissue we are used to in American 

patterns.  The pattern is already cut 

out.  It is not multisized.  The only in-

structions for the pattern are stamped 

letters on various portions and some 

Italian general instructions and descrip-

tions.  These are very basicñòsleeveó.  

The other fascinating thing is the pencil 

marks.  These are hand-drafted pat-

terns!  Someone drew out the pattern 

and added things like center front, in 

pencil, BY HAND.  It makes you feel 

very special when you realize that this 

pattern had a human touching it some-

where else in the world. 

You have to look at the picture in the 

catalog, or on the website if it is in-

cluded there, to figure out what the 

pieces are.  It took me awhile because 

the word òruffleó was not on the piece.  

Luckily I speak some French, so I deci-

phered that.  Before beginning my mus-

lin, I traced the pattern.  I knew Iõd 

have to make adjustments and wanted 

the original entact for future changes. 

Let me repeat, there are no instruc-

tions .  You decide everything regarding 

the sewing.  These are not for beginners.  

You decide the finishing of edges.  You 

decide hemming options.  In addition, 

there are no seam or hem allowances 

included.  

I made a wearable muslin and found the 

fit to be great.  It seems that Italians 

understand women have breasts and 

hips.  My shoulders are extremely nar-

row, so that was one adjustment I will 

make on my final version.  In addition, 

the sleeves were a bit short.  I had to 

widen the hips a bit, but only slightly.  

The pattern was beautifully drafted.  

MARFYñ 

      AN ADVENTURE IN SEWING 

 

I love to travel, and I love a good ad-

venture.  To that end, about three years 

ago, I began to travel via sewing.  I be-

gan a foray into international patterns. 

I read an article in Threads and I or-

dered Ottobre as a result.  The clothing 

was fashion forward and tracing the 

patterns was interesting in a Rubicõs 

cube sort of way.  Then in the spring of 

2007 I ordered a Marfy  catalog from 

Italy. 

I assumed it would be a bit like Ottobre, 

except more adult.  The review in 

Threads said that it was òbody con-

sciousó.  Although the Ottobre fit well, it 

relied on a lot of knits.  I like wool and 

silk.  I also appreciate fitted clothes.  

Marfy, I believed, was for me. 

I visited the websiteñdefinitely a trip 

to another land.  I, of course, chose the 

English version.  The English was the 

oddly worded language of someone who 

doesnõt really speak it.  Or that of a 

website run through babble.com for 

translation.  I foraged on and orderd a 

catalog.  It was a bit pricy, about $50, 

including shipping.  Also, I could not 

find the English version of the order 

form.  I had to call in my husband to 

find it.  Luckly he thought to click on 

the British flag since there was no flag 

for the US on the order form. 

The catalog came from Italy. It had full

-color design drawings of about 100 pat-

terns.  These included English descrip-

tions, although other parts of the cata-

log are strictly in Italian.  The book also 

contained 8 patterns.  You have to trace 

the patterns, but they are multi-sized.  

Many of the fashions are for much 

younger bodies than mine, but some 

wereñdare I sayñdazzling.  They were 

classic and yet totally different.  I en-

joyed the catalog, but just read it for a 

year.  Sewing for myself is often a lux-

ury and I wanted to be sure that I could 

throughly delve into whatever I did. 

Finally, in Summer 2008, I cut out one 

of the patterns.  It was a simple kimono 

jacket that I made into a beach cover 

with some material from the auction.  I 

found that the pattern fit well and went 

together easily.  There were no instruc-

tions, but it was very simple so no prob-

lem.  I loved the cover-up and was 

ready for a bit more. 

One blouse kept calling me from the 

catolog.  It was long-sleeved with huge 

ruffles on the sleeve and a beautiful ruf-

fle down the right side of the front.  On 

the left side, however, was a pointed 

collar.  

Cõest chic.  I ordered it. 

To order the patterns you must either 

send the order or email the order to It-

aly.  The pattern was 13 euros or about 

$21 with shipping.  It took four weeks 

to get to me from Italy, and when it 

cameñlet me say againñadventure. 

You definitely know youõve entered 

another country when the pattern 

comes.  It is a small, non-descript enve-

lope with Italian all over the front.  
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New and Renewing Members  
Thank you! to our Renewing 

Members 

Becky Alshire   

Colleen Cunningham 

Mary Lou Ehrie  

Saundra Engelman 

Dawn Pearson 

Pat Riederer 
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PRESIDENT  
 Robyn Ramsay  ········   614.888.5597 
  president@asgcolumbusoh.com 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
 Emily Andrews  ·········   614.431.2471
 1stvicepresident@asgcolumbusoh.com 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
 Joni Wright  ··············   614.876.8113 
  2ndvicepresident@asgcolumbusoh.com 
SECRETARY 
 Mary Alice Elk  ··········   937.642.7523 
 secretary@asgcolumbusoh.com 
TREASURER 
 Gretchen Weaver  ·····   614.488.3852 
 treasurer@asgcolumbusoh.com 
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 Greatchen Weaver* 
 treasurer@asgcolumbusoh.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Columbus CAB  
 newsletter@asgcolumbusoh.com 
WEB MISTRISS 
 Robyn Ramsay 
 webmaster@asgcolumbusoh.com 

ASG REGION REPRESENTATIVE  
Carol Asman  ............. casman@asg.org 

CHAPTER ADVISORY BOARD 

Our Columbus Chapter is only as 
good as what we put into it.   
Consider presenting a class, heading 
up a committee or filling one of the 
openings in the CAB so we can 
continue to learn, serve, grow, and 
play. 
 
We could use ongoing help in any of 
the following positions:  Librarian, 
Education, Special Events, Publicity, 
or Retail Liaison.  Many of these 
positions would require a small time 
commitment or would be short term. 
 
Please contact a CAB member if you 
would be interested in helping our 
Chapter. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Welcome! to our New Members 

Anita Anderson  

Kathryn Kempke -  

 transfer from Denver 

Kelly Chaffin 

Charlotte Covin 

Important Reminder to CAB 
If you are a member of the Advisory Board, part 

of your commitment is to attend Board meetings; 

If you are unable to attend, contact the President 

to give your report. 

 

All Guild members are invited to attend. 

CAB meetings  

Each seam fitted together perfectly.  

That was a joy when sewing.  Generally, 

I was very pleased with the final prod-

uct.  The blouse fit well and was very 

different.  It feels very special to wear. 

Besides the lack of instructions and in-

teresting drafting, be aware that some 

credit cards charge an additional fee for 

interenational transactions.  Not all 

cards make it clear, so check with your 

bank.  Also, the paper patterns are only 

available for two years.  Finally, the 

wedding gowns, which are a joy to look 

at online, are their specialty.  If you 

have a special wedding or prom coming 

up for which you want an unusual and 

beautiful dress, these are worth the look.  

The gown patterns, however, may run 

you $20-100 depending on the gown and 

the exchange rate. 

All in all, I will be using Marfy  in the 

future.  These patterns are well done 

and interesting.  I feel as if Iõve been to 

another country, without leaving my 

sewing room! 

Marfy continued  

¶ 30% discount on beautiful embroidery 
designs from My Embroidery Haven 

¶ 20% discounts from: 
 Colonial Needle  
 Fabric.com 
 Fabrications  
 Fabrique! Fashion Fabrics 
 Hip Line Media  
 Lorraine Torrence Designs 
 San Francisco Stitch Co.  
 ScrapSmart 
 SewkeysE  
 Threads 
 Vogue Fabrics 

¶ FREE product with purchase from: 
Hugo's Amazing Tape 
Sense & Sensibility Patterns 
Wildly Wonderful Wearables 

¶ FREE printable image downloads 
from: 
ScrapSmart: labels for ASG Commu-
nity Service projects 

Vintage Workshop: two sewing im-
ages on the back page of Spring 
"Notions" 

All of these Special Offers are available 
ONLY to ASG members and many are 
NOT printed in "Notions" ads, ONLY 
LISTED ON THE WEB SITE. Please 
take advantage of them! These compa-
nies need to know that you appreciate 
their support. 

To see these offers, log onto 
www.asg.org and click on "Members 
Only." If you donõt know the username 
and password, please contact one of the 
ASG Columbus CAB and she will be 
happy to provide it.  Once you are in the 
Members Only area, click on "Special 
Offers." There you'll find discounts on 
sewing products, publications and 
events, free shipping, and lots more. If 
you haven't visited the Special Offers 
page of the ASG Web site lately, do it 
now! It's just one more reason it really 
"pays" to be an ASG member! 

Real value continued  



wear around in the summer.   

I am so glad that I bought this book at 

Sew to Speak in Clintonville.  When I 

looked at it, I thought òI know how to 

make many of these skirts.ó But it is 

nice to have some basic instructions for 

so many styles in one book rather than 

having to find a pattern that fits the 

style I want to make.  Inspiration in the 

form of interesting fabric choices, design 

elements and colorful photos also makes 

this book a great choice.   

I recommend this book to anyone that 

wants to make simple skirts and if you 

are looking for the creative, fashion for-

ward, easy skirts this is the book for 

you.  With over 15 designs there is 

something for everyone. 

Sew What! Skirts: 16 Simple Styles You 

Can Make With Fabulous Fabrics by 

Francesca Denhartog  

This isnõt only a book review but a book 

review with a pattern review thrown in 

for good measure.  The Book Sew What! 

Skirts: 16 Simple Styles You Can Make 

With Fabulous Fabrics published by 

Storey Publishing in 2006 is a brightly 

colored book full of some really cute 

ideas for skirts.  Not only does it give 

you many cute examples of basic skirt 

designs, it also instructs you on how to 

create your own patterns using your 

measurements for each type of skirt.  

This book is designed for people with a 

basic sewing skills. It gives enough 

background information on basic skills 

to help a beginner understand what 

they need to complete the projects in 

the book.  The book is written in such a 

way that an advanced seamstress will 

enjoy the ideas and be able to pass over 

the information they may not necessar-

ily need.   

  The design I chose to complete was the 

A-Line skirt from the chapter entitled 

òA Classic A-Line.ó  The skirt is called 

òSinging the Blues, an A-Line skirt with 

drawstring waist.ó  The instructions for 

making the pattern were very easy to 

follow.  The pattern was easy to make 

and the skirt was a breeze to put to-

gether.  The instructions include some 

cute design elements to jazz up the skirt 

and make it not your boring old A-Line 

skirt.  Because I have a more moderate 

sewing ability, I decided to create an 

above the knee length skort using this A

-Line pattern.  I used a short pattern 

that would fit under the skirt and at-

tached at the waist.   I created both of 

my patterns and cut the skirt portion 

out of a stretch twill and the under 

shorts from Powerdry knit.  I realized 

that the skirt was going to be too big so 

fixed the skirt and shorts before I was 

completely finished.  The size issue was 

not a fault of the book but errors on my 

part.   

In the future, there are three things that 

I will keep in mind the next time I draft 

a pattern.  First I will make sure that I 

measure myself more carefully, I will 

adjust the seam allowance to what I 

normally sew with (rather than the ½ 

recommended), and I will make sure to 

know how much ease I really do like in 

my skirts.  I love the way my skort 

turned out and will be making several to 

Book ReviewñSew What! Skirts  

Website Reviewñwww.sewing.org 

this site for me was the òMy sewing/

craft roomó section.   You can enter 

your own room to be posted or you can 

just look at other sewing rooms to get 

inspiration.  I could get tons of ideas on 

how to set up a sewing space from look-

ing at all the rooms. 

www.sewing.org 

This is a web site set up by the Sewing 

and Craft Alliance.  There is a wealth of 

free information on this website.   

Over 90 one or two page òSEW-lutionsó 

educational articles are posted on vari-

ous topics.  So if you have a sewing 

question, you can look here for help. 

And if you are teaching you are allowed 

to print out the articles for classroom 

use.   It appears that they add two new 

òSEW-lutionsó each month.  

There is a wealth of free instructions.  

They have multiple projects in nearly 20 

categories.  There is something for every 

member of your family, holidays and 

special events.   

There is a free e-newsletter sent out once 

and month that lets you know what is 

new.  Additionally, Linda Griepentrog 

writes a blog for the site.  

One of the most interesting things on 

òLinda Griepentrog writes a 

blog for the site ò 
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Currently there are no classified ads.  Contact the newsletter edi-

tor if you are interested in placing one. 

 

Classifieds 
Advertising Rates: (non-member) 

 

Business Card  $20/issue $60/year  (4 issues) 

ĵ Page (5ó x 4ó) 

vertical/horizontal  $35/issue $105/year  (4 issues) 

Ĵ Page (5ó x 8ó)  $50/issue $150/year  (4 issues) 

Full Page (8ó x 10ó)  $75/issue $225/year  (4 issues) 

Insert Page  $50/issue $150/year  (4 issues) 

 

Member Classified Ads: 5 lines - Free  

Member Business Card Ad ð free 

Non-Member Classified: 5 lines - $7.50 

 

See our web site for complete advertisement rates and poli-

cies: www.asgcolumbus.oh.com 
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Articles for the Newsletter are accepted 
from any member who would like to 
write them. They can be reviews of 
products, events or any other sewing 
related topic. We would even be inter-
ested in Essays.  Contact the newsletter 
editor with your ideas.  

newsletter@asgcolumbusoh.com 
 

Newsletter Deadlines 

 Jan/Feb/Mar Dec 15th 

 Apr/May/Jun May 15th 

 July/Aug/Sept June 15th 

 Oct/Nov/Dec Sept 15th 

National News 
Registration for the National meeting to 
be held in Albuquerque, NM July 17-19 
began April 1.  If you would like to at-
tend this inspiring event, you can regis-
ter on-line at www.asg.org.  If you are 
not able to attend conference this year, 
attend the 2010 conference.  It will be 
held August 3-8, 2010 in Atlanta,GA so 
mark your calendar now. 

Take Note:  The JoAnnõs 10% discount 
card will be mailed in the Summer issue 

of Notions.  Please remember to replace 
your old card with the new one. 

Coats & Clark giveaway for ASG mem-
bers:  (from Spring Notions) Visit Special 
Offers in the Members Only section of 
the ASG Website for the chance to win 
and 18-spool assortment of Dual Duty 
XP thread.  Six winners will be chosen 
at random.  Expires June 30, 2009. 

www.asg.org 

The Spring Luncheon and Fashion 
Show was an enjoyable event. The buf-
fet lunch was elegant as we have come 
to expect from Heritage Golf Club.  
Thanks to Joni and Gretchen for orga-
nizing the event.  

 We had over 20 ladies attend the event 
and there were nearly 20 garments mod-
eled by several members.  The garments 
ranged from a collection of vintage 
aprons brought by Mary Alice to purses, 
childrenõs clothing, tailored jackets, art-
to-wear garments, and easy summer 
clothing.  If you were unable to come, 
you missed out on a very inspirational 
afternoon.  Photos from the event have 
been posted to our web site (see address 

below). 

We know there were several members 
that had conflicts with the date so in 
2010 we are moving this luncheon to 
April because May is so busy for most of 
our members.  Our goal is to have an 
even larger turn out next year. 

Our next event will be held the last Sun-
day in June and is our annual Charity 
Sewing Workshop.  Currently the loca-
tion is tentative so please check our 
website for the latest information.  I will 
be sending out an email once all the de-
tails are firm. 

www.asgcolumbusoh.com 

Chapter News 

Neighborhood Groups 

Canal Winchester? 
 
Currently Columbus ASG does not have 
any neighborhood groups.  We had an 
inquiry to find out if we have one in the 
Canal Winchester area.  If you live in 
the Canal Winchester area and would 
like to meet with your fellow ASG mem-
bers locally please contact Robyn at 
president@asgcolumbusoh.com.   
If you live in another area and canõt 
make it to the Columbus meetings, we 
are open to forming other neighborhood 
groups.  Again, contact Robyn if inter-
ested. 

Each One Teach OneEach One Teach One   
Keep sewing alive  

share your love of sewing  



Support our Generous Advertisers  
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364 Granville Sq 

Worthington, Ohio 43085 

Phone: 614-888-5597 

Fax: 614-888-5597 

E-mail: president@asgcolumbusoh.com 

The Amer ican Sewing Gui ld ,  

Columbus Ohio Chapter 

The American Sewing Guild:  Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life Skill 

A m e r i c a n  S e w i n g  G u i l d 
C H A P T E R  M E M B E R S H I P  F O RM 

Name _________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________ State:____ Zip________ 

 

Phone (____)____________E-Mail: ________________________ 
 

 Return to: 

 American Sewing Guild 

 9660 Hillcroft, Suite 510 

 Houston, TX 77096 
 

 phone: 713Å729Å3000 

 fax: 713Å721Å9230 

 email: info@asg.org 

 website: www.asg.org 
 

(Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing.) 

 Chapter New Member Dues - $40.00 

 Chapter nearest you (City, State):  Columbus, Ohio 
 

 Chapter Renewal Member dues - $35.00 

 Chapter:  Columbus, Ohio 
 

 Late Renewal - $40.00 (if received after expiration date) 

 

How did you hear about ASG? 

 Web  Magazine 

 Other 

 

 Check enclosed payable to: American Sewing Guild 
 

 Please bill my MasterCard / VISA (circle) 

 

Account Number Expiration Date 

 

Signature 

We are on the web!  www.asgcolumbusoh.com 


